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Second Sunday of Advent 

Reading I: Isaiah 11:1 – 10 
Reading II: Romans 15:4 – 9 
Gospel:  Matthew 3:1 – 12 
 

Today our Gospel reintroduces us to a man who, in some ways, we might find repulsive. You know the kind of 

guy that I’m speaking of, one that if you were about to meet him on the sidewalk you’d cross over to the other 

side of the street to avoid him. 

In our story, we find a man coming at us with a scruffy beard sticky with honey and coated with left over bits 

and pieces of locusts. And how about his dress of stinky camel hair and a leather belt? Here we find a man 

crying out rather oddly “Repent, you brood of vipers! The kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 

But beneath his odd appearance and his seemingly gruff, difficult words, we find a prophet – the last of the 

great prophets – a messenger who, through his words and life’s actions, exuded joy from the moment of his 

conception. We know of this internal driving force of his as a fact from Scripture.  

In the story of the Visitation, we hear that lying deep in the womb of his mother Elizabeth, John the Baptist, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, leaped for joy when he first came into the presence of Jesus, into the loving presence 

of his newly conceived cousin, his Lord, the Savior of the world. From that moment, John’s heart was 

impregnated with the joyful message of God’s plan for the salvation of the world. And from that moment, John 

recognized that he had a unique purpose in life – to share that good news with the world.  

And share it he does. John’s speaks the words that the world awaited since the Fall: 

 “I am the voice of the one crying out in the desert, make straight the way of the Lord.” 

 “I am baptizing you with water, for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I. 

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

 “The one coming after me, Jesus the Christ, is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.” 

Our Christian tradition has John labeled as the “Baptist” and rightly so. But he is much more than this. This 

great prophet is also the joyful first evangelist with the mission of spreading the Good News of God’s plan for 

our salvation. From the moment he first met Jesus, John was alive with this great story and he wanted to share 

it – to share it in a way that would evoke a freely given heartfelt response from his hearers. Let’s recap this 

story of a Father’s longing for us. Our ongoing Parish Relit: Evangelization program is centered on this great 

Christian story of the joy that is Christ. 
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God created us out of love and for love. Although our communion with him was broken, God the Father, by his 

Son’s cross and resurrection, invited us once more to live in communion with him forever. This Gospel 

message is the great story of our Father’s desire to embrace us. Let’s dive deeper into this love story – by 

looking at it as a conversation of sorts…a conversation between God and us. 

 

The joyful conversation begins with God speaking: 

 “I exist as a Trinity of love for all of eternity. 

o And love, by its very nature, is diffusive of itself. It wants to give itself away. 

 I pour out my love to all of creation. 

o Love longs to be received and returned, but nothing in creation could receive and return my 

love. So, I made you so that you can be loved by me and then love me in return. 

The conversation continues with a choice on our part:  

In creating us, God instills in his human creatures something Godly… free will. He allows us to choose whether 

we will say “yes” or “no” to his invitation to communion. 

In disobeying God’s will, Adam and Eve said “no” to him and sin entered the entire world. Our first parents’ 

actions led them out of paradise and ruptured their relationship with God their father. 

We the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve have echoed this same “no” to God with the choice of our own 

sin. Our sin, too, doesn’t bring the happiness it promises. Rather it separates us even further from relationship 

with a loving Father God. 

Following our choice, it’s God’s turn to converse again. With his heart beating for us, he reveals to us his great 

plan for the restoration of life. He reveals the joy of the Gospel. And he does this, as he does all things, with 

fatherly wisdom. 

You see, along with free will, God instilled in humans something else very powerful – let’s call this imparted 

grace a longing or thirsting. Since we are made for God, there is an ache within us when we are not in 

communion with love.  

As hard as it might be to believe sometimes, it’s a fact that the heart of God the Father longs for communion 

with us even more than we long for it with him. From the beginning of time our Father’s longing is at the root 

of the “great story.” 
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As mere finite beings, we try to bridge the gap created by our sinful ways – to quench the thirst. But due to the 

gravity of even the most minor of sins, we find that on our own it’s impossible to restore our relationship with 

our infinite God. 

So, God the Father authors the next chapter of the great story. The story unfolds with a loving Father sending 

his son to reunite a fallen world to his heart. Thus, in the incarnation – Jesus coming to us in the flesh of a 

helpless baby – redemption begins. God and man are reunited. In his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ 

conquers sin and death and once more makes communion between God and us possible. 

This restorative plan of our loving Father does, however, require a response on our part. He doesn’t force his 

salvation upon us – he respects our freedom. Thus, we must choose to say “yes” to what Christ did for us on 

the cross.  

This conversation with our creator thus concludes with our free will response: 

Through his words and life’s actions, John the Baptist invites us to ponder our response to God’s invitation for 

restoration. We pause and wonder, “Is God good?” “Is his invitation worth saying ‘yes’ to?” “Do I really love 

God?”  

Based on our pondering then, how do we respond to this divine invitation? “Yes” or “no?” And remember that 

“maybe” is not an option here. If I respond yes, “Is my yes a timid or tepid ‘yes’?” Or, is my ‘yes’ a heart-on-fire 

resounding ‘YES’ – a deep and willful engagement of my heart?” “Or do I respond ‘no’?”   

The great story of our salvation is a story of joy. And the joy of our Gospel has one source. This source is Jesus 

Christ, who alone through his life, death, resurrection and glorification gives life.  

During this time of Advent waiting, let’s seek the source of the joy that is the Gospel. With John the Baptist, 

let’s enter the womb of his mother Elizabeth. And as the Baptist’s mother visits with her pregnant cousin Mary 

we find ourselves in the presence of the infant Jesus.  

We can’t help but be moved by grace incarnated. As we say our “yes” to the divine longing, allow this contact 

with the savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ, to impregnate us, as it did John, with a profound, life 

changing attitude of joy in all things. And with this joy deep within, let us recognize, that along with the 

Baptist, we too have a unique purpose in life. And that is to share the good news of Jesus Christ with our 

family, neighbor and with the world. 


